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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. PURPOSE

This document describes the website known asEBé Knowledge Baseas of month 20 of the
EGI_DS project. The site itself — hitp://knowledge.eu-egi.org is the WP3 deliverable D3.3; hence
this is a software deliverable, not a documentveedible.

What follows is thus a brief description of the kenion of this site up to April of 2009, its struce
and contents as of the date of writing of this doent, and some follow-up discussion of the actual
contents as compared to what was originally plarioethis website.

1.2. DOCUMENT ORGANISATION

This document provides an update on the conternteaganisation of the EGI Knowledge Base (EGI
KB) in sectionError! Reference source not found, and a brief discussion of de-prioritised items in
sectionError! Reference source not found.

1.3. TARGET AUDIENCE

This document is a public deliverable intendedntiorim all the EGI related stakeholders, as well as
readers not directly related with EGI (e.g. frorhestgeographical areas) and the general public.

1.4. REFERENCES

Table 1: Table of references

R 1 | The EGI Knowledge Base:http://knowledge.eu-egi.org

R2

1.5. DOCUMENT AMENDMENT PROCEDURE

Amendments, comments and suggestions should be tgenthe author, Diana Cresti, at
diana.cresti@pd.infn.it

1.6. TERMINOLOGY
This subsection provides the definitions of teratgpnyms, and abbreviations used in this document.

Glossary

AM Associate Member of the EGI Council
API Application Programming Interface
ARC Advanced Resource Connector
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CA Certification Authority

CAO Chief Administrative Officer

CERN European Organization for Nuclear Research
COO Chief Operational Officer

CPU Central Processing Unit

CTO Chief Technical Officer

DEISA Distributed European Infrastructure for Supercomputing Applications
EC European Commission

EDG European Data Grid

EGEE Enabling Grids for E-sciencE

EGI European Grid Initiative

EGI_DS European Grid Initiative Design Study

elRG e-Infrastructure Reflection Group

ENOC EGEE Network Operation Centre

ERA European Research Area

ERI European Research Infrastructure

EU European Union

EUGridPMA | European Policy Management Authority for Grid Authentication
FTE Full Time Equivalent

GGUS Global Grid User Support

LHC Large Hadron Collider

M Million

MC Middleware Consortia

MCB Middleware Coordination Board

MoU Memorandum of Understanding

NGI National Grid Initiative

NREN National Research and Education Network
OGF Open Grid Forum

oMl Open Middleware Infrastructure Institute for Europe
PB Policy Board

QA Quality Assurance

ROC Regional Operating Centre

SDC Strategic Discipline Cluster

SLA Service Level Agreement

SSC Specialised Support Centres

uco User Coordination Officer

ucs User Community Services
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UFSC User Forum Steering Committee

UMD Uniform Middleware Distribution
UNICORE Uniform Interface to Computing Resources
us United States of America

VDT Virtual Data Toolkit

VO Virtual Organisation

WLCG Worldwide LHC computing Grid Project
WP Work package
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2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of the EGI Knowledge Base (KB) is tovjate a single convenient location where the
EGI / NGI environment can be described, while at$hme time giving a direct voice to all the main
stakeholders in an efficient, dynamic and non-@disted manner. The MediaWiki tool was used to
create this site, as it provides a (generally) fisendly multi-author environment, where each
member can easily add content at his or her leisure

The current membership includes the EGI_DS premtedl the NGI representatives and any content
managers they have appointed for this task; int@giseveral experts and representatives of variou
European projects have been given membership itrKBi@nd have contributed significantly to its
content.

A few activities hypothesised in D2.2, such asititegration with the e-IRG Knowledge Base, were
not carried out, in part because of issues reggrownership of data and in part because other, more
useful activities took priority.

In particular, the EGI Knowledge Base is how segwv@ts an important reference point in documenting
the evolution of the function descriptions beingveleped by WP3, dynamically reflecting the
response to several ongoing rounds of feedbacks Ehiexpected to improve the quality of the
proposed functions in a way that would not be fadesiith a few “static” iterations of the WP3
deliverables.

3. EVOLUTION OF CONTENT AND STRUCTURE

When the EGI KB was initially set up, user accountse given to the EGI_DS prep team and the
NGI representatives. Membership was later extenideitiree more groups, bringing the number of
registered users to roughly 200:

1. NGI content managers nominated by the NGI represieas;
2. Members of EGI function Task Forces — Operationsidiéware, User Community Services;
3. Selected experts from EGEE and other collaboratiofects.

Among these, group (1) tends to log in when theeecupdates to make regarding the relevant NGI;
group (2) has had peaks of activity during the wamkthe EGI functions, and subsequently ceased its
activities; group (3) tends to add project-relaiedormation once an account is created, and
subsequently only longs in occasionally for updaldgese patterns are as expected, and indicate that
the tool works in the manner that was intendedtfor

An important part of the

3.1. MAIN MENU

The EGI_DS team produced Business Modelfor EGI, which was published as part of WP3
deliverable D3.1. This item was also publishechim KB and given its own entry in the main menu, as
discussed below. Aside from this addition, as of P@Mthe main menu remains as listed in D2.2.
Some parts have expanded more than others; some iteers might be removed or demoted as new
priorities emerge within the EGI_DS project and #wtual “EGI Proper” project in the future. For
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instance, the “Legal Options” item, originally cted to study possible legal formats for EGI (or
EGIl.eu), is no longer current.

3.1.1. Business Model

The EGI Business Model was produced as part ofatik of WP3 in an effort to frame the set of
functionalities required in the new EGI environmegiten its actors and stakeholders. This model is
published in D3.1, but it is also valuable as ad#édone item, and therefore was posted as sudiein t
EGI KB:

The Business Model describes the complex resouragng mechanism in the EGI ecosystem and
maps it onto a professional template that definfgs main value proposition, the (business)
infrastructure, the customers and the financialset

3.1.2. EGI Functions

This section os perhaps the one which has changst, in part due to the fact that the WP3 team
used the EGI KB to publicise the proposed EGI fiomg to an increasingly wide audience.
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The format chosen for this area was in the typstgle of Wikipedia, in the sense that the “main
article” on the EGI functions is relatively briefjth links to more detailed sub-articles in theivas
short sections:

Thus a large amount of information from the WP3\w#ehbles is available in a more manageable
format that that of the large and monolithic delaldes. D3.2 is also available in html and pdf fatsn
in the following locations (resp):
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http://knowledge.eu-egi.eu/knowledge/index.php/D32

http://knowledge.eu-eqgi.eu/knowledge/index.php/D3.2

The extensive information provided in these aricteus remains available in an easy-to-consult
format, and may be updated by the people diréatiglved in the creation of EGI.

3.1.3. Use Cases
This area has not changed since D2.2.

3.1.4. European Projects

This area has gradually expanded since D2.2, witfegts adding their information both in the main
article and in their own pages (e.g. D4Science, I2EISEE-GRID-SCI). It is expected that this area
will change gradually as some projects end andrtépeir results and others begin and form tieswit

EGL.

3.1.5. Application Areas

This area has not changed since D2.2. It will béouthe EGI content managers to decide whether to
properly expand on this topic in the KB or to irgduit in their main web page, with appropriate $ink
to the relevant SSC web pages. In any case, itdegly recommended that a clear list of appligatio
areas be kept visible, as awareness of practigdicagions is essential in increasing usage ofti

3.1.6. Legal Options

This area has not changed since D2.2, and shoutdnbeved or demoted. The “Legal Options” area
was set up for the work of WP4 to investigate gadsediegal formats for EGI / EGl.eu, a topic whish i
now concluded.

3.1.7. The Internal area

This area was used during the work of the EGI_DBR farces, and continues to host some reserved
information, including early drafts of possible @tions and ideas for “centres of competence” which
later evolved into SSCs.

Because this area is not public, authors are alblsé it more freely to jot notes and present naser
to their colleagues that they may not feel comfuetgosting to the public.

3.2. THE NGI PAGES

These pages have not seen extensive changes srzeHor the most part, an NGI representative or
content manager will log in to modify their detaiien updates occur. This is a positive resultf as
indicates that the wiki tool works well for regularaintenance of the NGI information, without the
need for priodic mass emailings or a central ca@iiing activity.
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4. DE-PRIORITISED ITEMS

In D2.2 there was a discussion of integrating tiid EB with the e-IRG Knowledge Base, which
would have had several benefits in terms of avgidioplications of effort and the “scattering” of
knowledge regarding the European NGIs.

The two knowledge bases contain complementary nméition, and their integration is still a
worthwile effort. However, the e-IRG KB has undangessome significant changes that the EGI_DS
teams were unable to track, due to other activitia@ging higher priority. Furthermore, there are
complex issues of ownership of the data that nedxs: tresolved

Due to the nature of the tools used by the two Kadge bases, the technical implementation of a
possible future integration between them is noeesgd to be problematic.
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